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2026 MASTERS DISSERTATION SCHEME – PROJECT PROPOSAL

	Company / Organisation Name:
	Liverpool City Region Combined Authority (LCRCA)

	Team / Department:
	 Housing Coordination / Investment & Delivery Directorate

	Address:
	1 Mann Island, Liverpool, L3 1BP


Provisional title for project:
 Mapping Empty Homes and Health Inequalities in the Liverpool City Region.


Short description of the problem that would be addressed by the project:
Aim - To assess the relationship between empty homes, health and other socio-economic inequalities in the Liverpool City Region using geographic and statistical analysis. It is thought that there are links to socio-economic and health inequalities in areas where there is also a high concentration of empty homes. This research project will examine whether or not this is the case, alongside the impacts of empty homes on community cohesion using both qualitative and quantitative data.

Across the Liverpool City Region (LCR), housing quality and stability are key determinants of health. While extensive work has been done on housing affordability and deprivation, the relationship between empty homes and health inequalities remains underexplored. 

Empty homes can contribute to community decline, reduced social cohesion, and environmental blight — all of which may reinforce poor health outcomes in already disadvantaged areas.

This study will use spatial data analysis of where long-term empty homes are located to examine how the distribution of empty homes across LCR aligns with patterns of health inequality, deprivation and anti-social behaviour, generating actionable insights for local authorities.

Currently, Local Authorities have statutory powers to impose Council Tax Premiums on long term empty homes, which brings in additional income to councils alongside various enforcement powers where homes pose a health and safety risk. However, work to bring these empty homes back into occupation is non statutory and under resourced. Increased awareness of the housing crisis and annual increases in council spending on temporary accommodation has brought attention to the role that bringing empty homes back into use could have in alleviating the crisis. This research would enable further lobbying to government to bring about policy change. 


Short description of the data sources that would be used in the project, and how they would be used
Data sources: LA empty homes data bases/CTAX data, IMD data, Census 2021 – public health outcomes /health indicators, LSOA boundaries Data sources: LA empty homes data bases/CTAX data, IMD data, Census 2021 – public health outcomes /health indicators, LSOA boundaries. Police data on anti-social behaviour overlayed to areas with high concentration of empty homes.
Opportunity for researcher to carryout own qualitative research with local authority Housing Officer leads. 

OHID/PHE’s ‘Fingertips’ database: https://fingertips.phe.org.uk , which includes data on public health profiles, clinical profiles and wider determinants (mapped to LA and sub-region ICS – NHS Cheshire and Merseyside ICB level).
Useful indicators/data across LA Joint Strategic Needs Assessments (JSNAs)
1. Map the spatial distribution of empty homes across the Liverpool City Region.
1. Identify correlations between housing vacancy, deprivation, and key health indicators.
1. Explore local variations through small-area (LSOA) or ward-level analysis.
1. Produce a set of data-driven recommendations to inform local housing and public health policy.
The LCR Mayor has an ambition for LCR to become the UK’s first ‘Marmot City Region’, and is aligning to Cheshire & Merseyside’s All Together Fairer. Within its 2022 report, there are a set of 22 ‘Marmot Beacon Indicators’, which may be useful when overlaying empty homes data with social determinants dataWithin its 2022 report, there are a set of 22 ‘Marmot Beacon Indicators’, which may be useful when overlaying empty homes data with social determinants data.Within its 2022 report, there are a set of 22 ‘Marmot Beacon Indicators’, which may be useful when overlaying empty homes data with social determinants data Within its 2022 report, there are a set of 22 ‘Marmot Beacon Indicators’, which may be useful when overlaying empty homes data with social determinants data.

Police data on anti-social behaviour overlayed to areas with high concentration of empty homes 
Opportunity for researcher to carryout own qualitative research with local authority Housing Officer leads. 



Would any work by the student need to be carried out on site at the Company (with the exception of supervisory
Meetings)?
No - remote working  


Any issues of data confidentiality and IPR that would need to be resolved
No. 

Essential skills
Data analysis skills, mapping skills 

Desirable skills
Public heath interest, housing interest 

Preferred degree programmes (if any)


Preferred selection method
Interview 

Support and training offered by the company
One to one support and access to wider team within the LCRCA.


Financial assistance offered by the company
£750 stipend. 

Any other comments
Expected outputs 
· A spatially mapped analysis of empty homes and health inequalities in the LCR.
· A concise evidence summary and visual dashboard for local authority use.
· Recommendations to support targeted empty homes interventions and cross-sector policy planning including ambitions towards becoming a ‘Marmot City Region’




If there are any questions about the 2026 programme, please contact Richard Arnold at richard.arnold@ucl.ac.uk. The completed form should also be returned to this address.
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